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[ TT9 ] 

An ah ft raft of a Letter from the worpnjjul John E- 
velyn Efq\ fent to one of the Secretaries of the 
R. Society concerning the dammage dove to his Gar- 
dens by the preceding Winter. 

s IB, 

T fhould be altogether inexcufable for not having been to 
J[ wait upon the Society of late, if my health had permit- 
ted, with lbme other unexpected occafions (before I re- 
movd from Land.) which I could not decently avoid : This 
was I affurc you, a fenfible Affli&ion to me, and now 1 am 
come into the Country, have beheld the havock which a 
rude feafon has made in my poor Gardens, andreceiv'd your 
Letter, wherein you acquaint me that the Socie y experts 
an Account of my futerings, I muft begin with the Poet, 

_ j u i, ts rtnware Morem : In a word, the pait Winter has 

been to fevere in my Territorics,and where it could cxpugne 
the more defcnfible, andfuchaswereinclofed, ithasravag'd 
all that lay open, and were abroad, without any mercy. 

As to Timber Trees. I have not many here of any confi- 
derable age or ftature, except a few Elms, which (having been 
decaying many years) one cannot well find to have receiv'd 
any frefh wounds difb'nguifhable from old cracks and hollow- 
nefies j and indeed 1 am told bv divers, that E'ms have not 
filter d, as the great Oaks have done ; nor do I find amongft 
innumerable of that Species [Ehm) which 1 have planted, 
and that are now about 2 $• and 3 ■■> vears Handing, any of them 
touch d: The fame 1 obferve of Limes, fVa/Uuns, /;'» ^.ch t 
Horn-hams, 'iircbprjnut and other forefters : But as T laid mine 
are young comparatively, and vet one would think, tba 
ihould lefs protecTrthem. be aufe more tender : fo as itfeems 
the rifimg to much complaind of, has happn'd chieflv among 
the over-grown Trees, efpecially Oah : mv Lord' ■•■'h-muttb 
3 ™de his Lamentation to me, and fo has the Earl of C L -(hr~ 
fiM, Lord Ferrers. Sr. William termor and others concern* d in 
the fame Calamity, which I mention, becaufe of their di- 
ltant habitations But if rightly J. remember, one of thefe 
Noble Perrons lately told me, that fince the Thaw, the 
Trees which were exceedingly fplit, were come together 
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and clos'd again, and I eafily believ'd it ; but that they are 
really as lolid as before' I doubt will not a pear, whc;; they 
fhall come to be examine! by the Axe, and converted to ufc : 
Nor has this accident happ/d only to Handing Timber, but 
to that which has been felld and feafon'd, as Mr. H . the 
Matter Builder in his Majclti.s Ship yard here, inform'd mc : 
fo much for our i'dt^ma. As for Exo.k< } I fear my Cork- 
trees will hardly recover ; but the Spring is yet fo very back- 
ward (even in this warm and dry fpot of mine) that I can- 
not pronounce any thing positively ; efpecially of fuch,whole 
bark is very thick and rugged, fuch as is the Cork, h»z>im } and 
divers of the reftnous Trees. The CmHantiwf.liian or Herfi 
Chejnut is turgid with buds, and ready to explain its leaf. My 
Cedar 1 I think are loft : The fax and fcarlet Oak not fo ; The 
Arbutm doubtful, and fo are Pay*, butfome will efcape, and 
moft of them repullulate and fpring afref h if cut down near the 
Earth, at the latter end of the month : The --catch Fir, sprw, 
and white pam(h (which laft nfes to fuffer in their tender 
buds by the fpring froltsj have rcceiv'd nodammage this 
Winter ; I cannot lay the fame of the Pint which tears the 
greater Cone, but other Hrwap and 1'inaHers are frefh : Lau- 
rel is only difcolour'd, and fome of the woody branches mor- 
tified, which being cut to the quick will foon put forth a- 
gain, it being a fucculent Plant. Amongft our Shrubs, Rojt- 
rn«rj is intirely lolt, and to my great forrow ; becaufe I had 
not only beautiful hedges of it,but furKcicnt to afford me flow- 
ers for the making a very considerable quantity of the Qjeen 
of hm^aria celebrated Water : fo uuiverfal (I fearj is the 
deftrudtion of this excellent Plant (not only over Englc.-.-,.-!, 




another of Prench /-'«r,i -, the r yM> are all of them fcorch'd, 
and fome to death, efpecially fuch as were kept fhorn in i ; y- 
ramidsj but amongft great numbers, there will divers ef- 
cape, after they are well chaitiz'd, that is, with a tough ha- 
zel or other wand to beat off" their dead and duliy leaves, 
which growing much clofer than other fhrubs, hinder ilie 
air and dev/s from refreshing the. nterior parts. Tin's c::ici- 
pline I ufe to all my tonfile fhrubs with good fuccefs as c c : a a 
winter parches them. The berry bearing Swine (which if 
well understood and cultivated were the only ^Hi.juutdAmum 
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to Cjprefi) has not mfTcrcd in the leant ; it perfectly refcmblcs 
the cypref( and grows very tall and thick. I. think the Arbor 

7'huya is alive, aild ibis the American /U:/icia 1 Acanthi? ^ Paliurut, 
Vomiiranad; my Laur;ftmn.< look 5 fufpicioufly ; fomc large and 

>3d Alati/rnm 's are kill d, efpecially lucnaswere more expose! 
to the Sun, whereas thole that grow in the 1'nade < fcape j 
the reafonof which I conjecture to be from the reciproca- 
tions ot being Jbmewhat rclax'd every day, and then made 
rigid and (tiff again all night, which bending, and unbend- 
ing fo often, opening and doling the parts, does exceeding- 
ly mortifie them, and all other tender Plants, which grow- 
ing in ibady places undergo but one Thaw and change. Moll 
of thel'e yet will revive again at the root, being cut dole to 
ground : The Philljrem :<ngusir, and Smvuifh/i'/i (both of them 
incomparably the belt lor ornamental hedges of any the per- 
ennial greens I know) have hardly been fallible of the leait 
Hnpreiiion, more then tarnifhing of their leaves, no more 
have the Spanifh .7V w ' Hi; - r j and P<-.jia» } and I enumerate thefe 
}>articulars the more minutely, that Gentlemen who are cu- 
rious, may take notice what Plants they may trult to abroad, 
in all Events; for I f peak only of Inch as are expos' d : As 
for the choifer Rarities which arc let in for hyemation, 
they certainly efcape, or are impair'd, accordingly as they 
are treated by the more, or lefs experiene'd and induftrious 
Gardner, or commodioufnels of the Confcrvatory ; but to 
lay what may be added on this Subject, would require a large 
Chapter, not a Letter, I would in the mean time, ad vile 
fuch as have fuller d detriment in their green Houfes, not to 
defpair, when they fee the leaves of of their Mftia. Orama, 
ohandct', 'fajmimt and other precious hrubs, ruilet or alto- 
gether Ihrivell'd and falling ; but to cut them to the quick, 
platter the wounds, and plunge their cafes and pots (trim' a 
with frelh mould, &<■■.) in a warm bed, carefully refrellYd, 
fhaded, air'dand treated as lick patients, and as the prudent 
Gardner belt knows how. hut above all, that he be Cure, 
nottoexpofe them, 'till thefe Eastern Winds (which I call 
our Englifh W(/'« , and which makes our Spring.-; fo uncom- 
fortable, when we think Winter and all danger halt) be qua- 
lified j for they are deadly to •'' our Plants abroad, andfrc- 
quently do us more prejudice than themoit churlilh Winters; 
as commonly finiJhing the deunuct'ou ot what the froits 
have Ipar'd, nor are we to be flatter' d with a warm day or 
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two, which are apt to tempt Gardners to fet out their Plants, 
before the end of April, or that we find the wife Mulberry put 
forth ■, which is certainly the moft faithful monitor ; nor 
Ihould we indeed, cut, or tranfplant any of the i'ermmals till 
of thcmfelves they begin to fprout. 

I need fay nothing of of U*liy t Tew, Box, Juniper, &c. (har- 
dy and fponteous to our Country] and yet to my grief again, 
I find an holly ftandard of near zoo years old. drooping,and 
of doubtful afpe6t ; and a very beautiful hedge (tho indeed 
much younger ) being clip'd about Michaelmas, is mortified 
near a foot beneath the top, and in fome places to the very 
ground ; fo as there's nothing feems proof againft fuch a 
Winter j which is late cut, and expos'd. This hedge docs al- 
io grow againft the South, and is very rufiet,. whillt the con- 
trary fide is as frefh and green as even and in all other places 
of my Plantations that are (haded, the unlhorn Hollies main- 
tain their verdure, and are I judge impregnable againft all 
aflaults of Weather. 

Among the fruit Trees, and Murals, none fecm to have 
fuffer'd fave Figs ; but they being cut down, will fpring again 
at the root. The Vines have efcaped > and of the efculent 
Plants and Salads moft, except Artichokes, which are univer- 
fally loft ; and (what I prefer before any Salad whatever ea- 
ten raw, when young) my *«»* «r is all rotted to the very 
root : how to repair my lofs, I know not, for I could never 
ma'-e any of the feed, which came from the rock Sample 
ftho mine were of the very kind) to grow- 

The arborefcent and other Sedumi, a Iocs, &c. (tho hous'd) 
pcrifh'd with me ; but the Tujca, and Opuntia efcan'd Tulips 
many are loft, and fo the Conl antimpk Naniffas, and fuch '/«- 
berofa as were not kept in the chimney corner where was con- 
tinual fire •• fome Ammonia, appear, but I believe many are 
rotted j but i have made no great fearch in the flowery 
Part'err, only I find that moft capillaries fpring, and other 
humble, and repent Plants notwithstanding ail this rigo- 
rous ieafon- 

My Tertoife (which by his conftant burying himfelf in the 
Earth at approach of Winter I look upon as a kind of Plant - 
Animal) hapning to be obftrudfced by a Vine-root, from mi- 
ning to the depth, he was ufually wont tointerr, is found 
ftark dead, after having many years efcaped the fevereft 
Wintar. Of fijh I have loit very few ; and the L s <whtm<>uh 
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(which for being a fhort wing'dBird, and fo exceeding fat, 
at the time of the year, we commonly fuppofe them to 
change the Climate, ( whereas indeed they arc then hard- 
ly able to flee an hundred yards) arc as brisk and trollic as 
ever, nor do I think they alter their iummer itations, what- 
ever become of them all Winter. I know not yet of any 
body, who has given tolerable fatisfa&ion in this particular, 
amonglt our Ornttbdogijts. 

Thus St I have fent you a Rhapfody of fuch Obfervati- 
ons as I have been able to make hi ice my return home, 
and I wifh they may prove of any importance to the Society, 
to which, and to your lelf. I am 



Says Court Dep-f.rd A moft devoted 

si frilly 1684. 

and Obedient Servant 
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